The early days of thyroidectomy.
Although the normal thyroid gland is invisible and impalpable, its enlargement gives such an obvious swelling in the front of the neck that this pathology has been observed from ancient times. Old names for the swollen gland included 'bronchocele', which means a cystic mass in the neck, 'struma', (Latin for a swollen gland) and 'goitre', which comes from the Latin word 'gutta', the throat, and which is a term which is still used today. The term 'thyroid' was introduced by the 17th century anatomist Thomas Wharton, of London, and is derived from the Greek word thyreos, a shield, based on its shield-like appearance wrapped over the front of the trachea. He believed that its function was to give women a beautifully rounded neck!